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Hussein l. El - Mudarris

Women and Orientalist
Photographer’'s Memories (1870 -
1953)

Consul of the Netherlands in Aleppo:
member of several archaeological,
historical, educational and artistic
societies. He is a fan photographer,
documentarian of archaeological and
historical heritage sites, cities and
people.

This exhibition depicts the western
points of views about women in the
Orient which prevailed at the
beginning of photographic art and
whose touches are still available. The
pictures include some real forms of
western expressions and some others
are forged within prearranged places
and scenes where the woman'’s body
was used as a thrilling instrument to
complete the audacious scene
emerging out of some Western
photographer’s imagination.

These works are beautiful
photographic impressions, of
orientalist photographer’'s dreams in
search of visual bewilderment and
dazzled imagination - depicting the
mystery and magic of the Orient os if

we were in Harem of “The One
Thousand and One Night Tales".

Mr. El - Mudarris emphaizes that: “This
exhibition is about the telepathic
permanence of observed traditions from
a positive and negative Western-
Orientation view about woman in the
Orient”.

These photos embody a part of his
private collection, chosen from an
archive rich with its visual features and
for which he has been working for so
many years - collecting, preserving and

archiving them.
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